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SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The Gulf,
South Atlantic, and Caribbean Fishery
Management Councils, in conjunction
with the National Marine Fisheries
Service and the Atlantic and Gulf States
Marine Fisheries Commissions have
implemented the SEDAR process.
SEDAR is a participatory process for
developing, evaluating and reviewing
information used for fisheries
management advice. This multi-step
process for determining the status of
fish stocks in the Southeast Region may
include (1) a Data stage, and (2) an
Assessment stage, and (3) a Review
stage. Each stage produces a report
summarizing decisions made during
that stage. A final stock assessment
report is produced at the end of a
SEDAR process documenting data sets
used, model configurations and the
opinions from the independent peer
review. Participants for SEDAR projects
are appointed by the Gulf, South
Atlantic, and Caribbean Fishery
Management Councils and National
Marine Fisheries Service Southeast
Regional Office, Highly Migratory
Species Management Division, and
Southeast Fisheries Science Center.
Participants may include data collectors
and database managers; stock
assessment scientists, biologists, and
researchers; constituency
representatives including fishermen,
environmentalists, and non-
governmental organizations;
International experts; and staff of
Councils, Commissions, and state and
Federal agencies. The items of
discussion in the SEDAR 103 Data
Webinar 3 are as follows: Continue
fisheries independent data review,
ecosystem and life history data review,
morphometrics data base. Although
non-emergency issues not contained in
this agenda may come before this group
for discussion, those issues may not be
the subject of formal action during this
meeting. Action will be restricted to
those issues specifically identified in
this notice and any issues arising after
publication of this notice that require
emergency action under section 305(c)
of the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery
Conservation and Management Act,
provided the public has been notified of
the intent to take final action to address
the emergency. Special
Accommodations These meetings are
physically accessible to people with
disabilities. Requests for sign language
interpretation or other auxiliary aids
should be directed to the Council office
(see ADDRESSES) at least 5 business days
prior to each workshop.

Note: The times and sequence specified in
this agenda are subject to change.

(Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.)

Dated: April 7, 2026.
Rey Israel Marquez,

Acting Deputy Director, Office of Sustainable
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 2026—06876 Filed 4-8—26; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-22-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

[RTID 0648—-XF671]

North Pacific Albacore United States
Stakeholder Meeting; Meeting
Announcement

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Notice of public meeting.

SUMMARY: NMFS announces a U.S.
stakeholder meeting to discuss North
Pacific albacore (NPALB) management.
This meeting is intended to provide
updates from the February stakeholder
webinar and gather stakeholder input to
prepare for potential discussions at the
2026 annual meetings of the Inter-
American Tropical Tuna Commission
(IATTC) and Western and Central
Pacific Fisheries Commission Northern
Committee (WCPFC NC) related to
management of NPALB fisheries. The
meeting topics are described under the
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION section of
this notice.

DATES: The virtual meeting will be held
on May 21, 2026, from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
HST (12 p.m. to 4 p.m. PDT). You must
complete the registration process by
May 14, 2026, if you plan to attend the
meeting (see ADDRESSES).

ADDRESSES: If you plan to attend the
meeting, which will be held by webinar,
please register at https://forms.gle/
GN1x1QvnuRzXBAdj9. Instructions for
attending the meeting will be emailed to
meeting participants before the meeting
occurs.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Valerie Post, Pacific Islands Regional
Office at valerie.post@noaa.gov; 1-323—
372-2946 or Tyler Lawson, West Coast
Region Office at tyler.lawson@noaa.gov;
1-503-230-5421.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: In 2025,
the WCPFC NC requested the
International Scientific Committee on
Tuna and Tuna-like Species in the
North Pacific Ocean (ISC) to provide
estimates of the historical impact of
each fleet group on the NPALB stock to
guide discussions on potential fleet-

specific reductions if stock biomass
were to fall below the threshold
reference point as mandated by the
harvest strategy. This stakeholder
meeting is intended to discuss this
topic, review preliminary results of the
2026 stock assessment for NPALB,
gather stakeholder input, and prepare
for anticipated discussions at the IATTC
and WCPFC NC in 2026.

NPALB U.S. Stakeholder Meeting
Topics

The meeting agenda will be
distributed to participants in advance of
the meeting. The meeting agenda will
include a discussion on the executive
summary of the 2026 NPALB stock
assessment and updated estimates by
the ISC of the historical impact of fleet
groups. The meeting agenda will also
discuss translating fishing intensity into
catch and/or effort limits for NPALB,
and potential modifications to the
harvest strategy. Additionally, a
timeline of important events leading up
to the 2026 meeting of the WCPFC NC
will be discussed.

Special Accommodations

Requests for sign language
interpretation or other auxiliary aids
should be indicated when registering for
the meeting (see ADDRESSES) by May 14,
2026.

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 951 ef seq., 16
U.S.C. 1801 et seq., and 16 U.S.C. 6901
et seq.

Dated: April 6, 2026.
David R. Blankinship,

Acting Director, Office of Sustainable
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 2026-06853 Filed 4—8-26; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-22-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Patent and Trademark Office
[Docket No.: PTO-P-2026—-0199]

PCT Informed Examination Request
Pilot Program

AGENCY: United States Patent and
Trademark Office, Department of
Commerce.

ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: The United States Patent and
Trademark Office (USPTO or Office) is
implementing the PCT Informed
Examination Request (PIER) Pilot
Program to assess the inventory and
efficiency impacts of requiring an
applicant to request examination in
view of applicable Patent Cooperation
Treaty (PCT) international phase work
products. The USPTO will select certain
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national stage patent applications for
the program. In an application selected
for the program, the USPTO will issue
a requirement for information
referencing the applicable international
phase work products and requiring the
applicant to indicate whether the
applicant opts to: proceed with
examination (with the option to place
the application in better condition for
examination by filing a preliminary
amendment), delay examination, or
expressly abandon the application in
view of the international phase work
products. The applicant must respond
to the requirement for information to
avoid abandonment of the application.
The USPTO expects that requiring
applicants to indicate that examination
is desired upon review of international
phase work products present in the
application file will contribute to efforts
to reduce inventory and pendency.
DATES: The USPTO will select
applications to participate in the PIER
Pilot Program beginning April 9, 2026
until April 9, 2027. The USPTO may
extend the program to select additional
patent applications if it determines that
more information is needed to evaluate
the effectiveness of the program. The
USPTO may, at its sole discretion,
terminate the program for any reason,
including factors such as workload and
resources needed to administer the
program, feedback from the public, and
effectiveness of the program. If the
program is terminated, the USPTO will
notify the public on its website.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Erin
M. Harriman, Senior Legal Advisor, at
(571) 272-7747; Eugenia A. Jones,
Senior Legal Advisor, at (571) 272-7727;
or Kristie A. Mahone, Senior Legal
Advisor, at (571) 272—-9016, all from the
Office of Patent Legal Administration,
Office of the Deputy Commissioner for
Patents or via email addressed to
PIERPilot@uspto.gov.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The PIER
Pilot Program is designed to assess the
inventory and efficiency impacts of
requiring applicants to request
examination in view of applicable
Patent Cooperation Treaty (PCT)
international phase work products. The
USPTO will select certain applications
for the program, as identified in Part I
of this notice, from the inventory of
unexamined national stage applications.
For selected applications that entered
the national stage under 35 U.S.C. 371,
the USPTO will issue a requirement for
information pertaining to the
international phase work products in
the national stage file. International
phase work products include the
International Search Report (ISR) and

any opinion expressed in a Written
Opinion (WO) or International
Preliminary Report on Patentability
(IPRP). Thus, the requirement for
information will reference applicable
PCT international phase work products
in the application file and require the
applicant to indicate, based on review of
international phase work products
present in the application file, whether
the applicant opts to proceed with the
national phase of examination, delay the
national phase of examination under the
program, or expressly abandon the
national stage application.

If the applicant desires to proceed
with examination of an application
selected for the program, the applicant
must submit a timely and complete
reply to the requirement for information
using the reply form described in Part
IV of this notice. The reply form
references applicable PCT international
work products and provides the
applicant with the ability to indicate
whether the applicant opts to: proceed
with examination, delay examination
for 12 months from the date of receipt
of the request to delay examination, or
expressly abandon the application. A
delay in examination under the program
provides the applicant with additional
time to consider the value and
commercial potential of their invention
at no additional cost. If the applicant
opts to proceed with examination, with
or without delay, the applicant may
additionally opt to place the application
in better condition for examination by
filing a preliminary amendment.
Alternatively, if the applicant opts not
to proceed with examination, the
applicant may file a request to expressly
abandon the application. A complete
reply to a requirement for information
issued under the program requesting
examination will result in the
application being placed on an
examiner’s docket.

Part I. Pilot Program Eligibility

The USPTO will select certain
unexamined national stage applications
for the PIER Pilot Program
intermittently until the close of the
program. To be selected for the program,
the application must be an international
application that entered the national
stage under 35 U.S.C. 371. Applications
filed under 35 U.S.C. 111(a), including
plant applications, design applications,
and reissue applications, will not be
selected.

Applications entered into the program
are at the sole discretion of the USPTO.
The USPTO will not grant any petition
to participate, abstain, or be removed
from the program.

Part II. International Phase Work
Products for Applications Entering the
National Stage Under 35 U.S.C. 371

For selected applications that have
entered the national stage, the USPTO
will issue a requirement for information
as discussed in Part III of this notice.
Typically, a national stage application
file includes the International Search
Report (ISR) and the Written Opinion
prepared by the International Searching
Authority (WO/ISA). The ISR lists the
prior art with relevancy indicators (in
the form of citation categories as
provided for in WIPO Standard ST. 14),
and the WO/ISA provides a preliminary,
non-binding assessment of patentability
in view of the ISR references. See
sections 1893.03(e) and 1845 of the
Manual of Patent Examining Procedure
(MPEP) (9th Edition, Rev. 01.2024,
November 2024). The national stage file
may also contain any Supplemental
International Search (SIS) requested by
the applicant. See MPEP 1856. Further,
if the applicant timely filed a demand
for preliminary examination under
Chapter II of the PCT, the International
Preliminary Report on Patentability
(IPRP) (Chapter II of the PCT) will also
be included in the national stage file.
See MPEP 1893.03(e).

Part III. Pilot Program Requirement for
Information Under 37 CFR 1.105

Only national stage applications that
have completed pre-examination
processing will be selected for the
program. In selected applications, the
USPTO will issue a requirement for
information under 37 CFR 1.105 that
will be placed in the file. A requirement
for information issued under the
program is an Office action under 35
U.S.C. 132, but not a first action on the
merits. The requirement for information
will set a two-month period for reply,
which the applicant may extend for up
to six months in accordance with 37
CFR 1.136(a). See MPEP 704.13.

A requirement for information under
the program will require the applicant
to indicate whether the applicant opts to
proceed with examination, delay
examination for 12 months from the
date of receipt of the request to delay
examination, or expressly abandon the
application in accordance with 37 CFR
1.138. To avoid abandonment of an
application selected for the program, the
applicant must submit a complete and
timely reply using the USPTO form
described in Part IV of this notice. A
complete reply to a requirement for
information requesting to proceed with
examination will result in the
application being placed on an
examiner’s docket. A complete reply
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requesting delay of examination will
result in the application being placed on
an examiner’s docket after the
expiration of the 12-month delay period.
Thus, an applicant who desires to
prosecute the application will have
greater control as to when their
application will be examined.

A delay of examination under the
PIER Pilot Program is distinct from a
suspension or deferral request under 37
CFR 1.103. The option to delay
examination under the program affords
the applicant a non-terminable 12-
month period after the date of receipt of
the request to delay examination under
the program to assess the viability of the
invention, without the processing fee
required for a suspension or deferral of
examination. The Office will treat the
request for the 12-month delay of
examination as a failure of an applicant
to engage in reasonable efforts to
conclude processing or examination of
an application under 35 U.S.C.
154(b)(2)(C)(i) and (iii) and 37 CFR
1.704(c). The delay period begins on the
date of the receipt of the request to
delay examination and ends on the one
year anniversary date of the request. In
addition, the mailing of the requirement
under 37 CFR 1.105 will be considered
the date that the Office met the
requirement of 35 U.S.C. 154(b)(1)(A)(i)
and 37 CFR 1.702(a)(1). If the applicant
desires to avoid further prosecution
costs, the applicant may request to
expressly abandon the application
under 37 CFR 1.138(a) in reply to the
requirement for information. The
applicant may also file a petition under
37 CFR 1.138(c) for express
abandonment to avoid publication of
the application. However, such a
petition must be submitted as a separate
request (e.g., form PTO/AIA/24A)
accompanying the reply to the
requirement for information. A petition
for express abandonment under 37 CFR
1.138(c) generally will not be effective
to stop publication of the application
unless it is recognized by the
appropriate Office personnel more than
four weeks prior to the projected
publication date. Where an applicant
files a request to expressly abandon the
application under 37 CFR 1.138(a) in
reply to the requirement for
information, such a request will still be
granted (if properly signed) even if the
petition under 37 CFR 1.138(c) cannot
be granted. Because a requirement for
information is an action under 35 U.S.C.
132, express abandonment under 37
CFR 1.138(d) to obtain a refund of the
search and excess claims fees is
unavailable. A registered practitioner
acting in a representative capacity is not

authorized to sign an express
abandonment except when filing a
continuing application. See 37 CFR
1.138(b).

Part IV. Replying to a Pilot Program
Requirement for Information

An applicant must use form PTO/SB/
478 to reply to a requirement for
information under the program. If filing
the PTO/SB/478 electronically in Patent
Center (at https://patentcenter.
uspto.gov), the applicant must use the
document description provided on the
form to ensure that the appropriate area
of the USPTO is notified of the reply.
Under 5 CFR 1320.3(h), Form PTO/SB/
478 does not collect “information”
within the meaning of the Paperwork
Reduction Act of 1995. Use of the form
will enable the USPTO to quickly
identify and timely process the
applicant’s reply. The form will be
available at: www.uspto.gov/
PatentForms.

Form PTO/SB/478 includes a
reference to applicable PCT
international work products. The form
also includes a series of selectable
checkboxes for the applicant to indicate
whether a request is being made to
proceed with examination, delay
examination, or expressly abandon the
application. If the applicant opts to
proceed with examination (including
after the 12-month delay), the applicant
may additionally file a preliminary
amendment in compliance with 37 CFR
1.115. Alternatively, if the applicant
selects the option to expressly abandon
the application, it is recommended that,
in addition to selecting the express
abandonment checkbox, the applicant
also include a separate request for
express abandonment under 37 CFR
1.138, (e.g., form PTO/AIA/24) to
facilitate processing. As discussed
above, a registered practitioner acting in
a representative capacity is not
authorized to sign an express
abandonment except when filing a
continuing application. See 37 CFR
1.138(b). Therefore, the only time the
USPTO will accept form PTO/SB/478
with the express abandonment box
selected and signed by an individual
who is acting in a representative
capacity is when a separate letter of
express abandonment is also submitted
indicating that the application is
expressly abandoned in favor of a
continuing application (e.g., form PTO/
AIA/24). In all other instances, when
the express abandonment box is
selected, form PTO/SB/478 must be
signed by an individual authorized
under 37 CFR 1.33(b)(1) or (b)(3), that is
by the patent practitioner of record, or
by the applicant who is not a juristic

entity. See MPEP 711.01 for more
information on express abandonment.

Additionally, as discussed above, the
applicant may also file a petition under
37 CFR 1.138(c) for express
abandonment to avoid publication of
the application. However, such a
petition must be submitted as a separate
request (e.g., form PTO/AIA/24A). See
Part V of this notice for information on
treatment of an incomplete reply to a
requirement for information under the
program.

Prior to selecting the express
abandonment checkbox (Item 2c) on the
PTO/SB/478, it is imperative that the
attorney or agent of record exercise
every precaution in ascertaining that the
abandonment of the application is in
accordance with the desires and best
interests of the applicant. See MPEP
711.01. Note that where the applicant
deliberately permits an application to
become abandoned, the abandonment of
such application is considered to be a
deliberately chosen course of action,
and the resulting delay cannot be
considered as “unintentional” within
the meaning of 37 CFR 1.137. See MPEP
711.03(c), subsection II.C.

Part V. Internal Processing of an
Applicant’s Reply to a Pilot Program
Requirement for Information

Failure to timely submit a complete,
properly signed PTO/SB/478 will result
in abandonment of the application. See
MPEP 711.02. USPTO personnel will
review PTO/SB/478 and any
accompanying documents (e.g.,
preliminary amendment, petition under
37 CFR 1.138(c)).

In order for an applicant’s reply to be
considered complete, the PTO/SB/478
must be properly signed and only one
of the provided checkboxes must be
selected. Note that a reply under 37 CFR
1.105(a)(3) that states that the
information required to be submitted is
unknown to or is not readily available
would not be considered a proper reply
because, if the applicant has not
determined whether they would like to
move forward with examination, the
applicant has the option to delay
examination for a period of 12 months.

An incomplete or improperly signed
PTO/SB/478 will be handled in
substantially the same manner as an
amendment not fully responsive to a
non-final Office action. See MPEP
704.12(c) and MPEP 714.03. If an
applicant’s reply is a bona fide attempt
to advance action on the application,
the applicant will be notified of the
deficiency and may be given a
shortened statutory period of two
months to provide a fully responsive
reply. Extensions of this time period set
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by the notice of nonresponsive reply
will be permitted under 37 CFR
1.136(a), but in no way can any
extension carry the date for reply to this
notice beyond the maximum period of
six months set by statute. See 35 U.S.C.
133. However, any further
nonresponsive reply typically will not
be treated as bona fide and, therefore,
the time period set in the prior notice
will continue to run.

If the applicant has submitted a
complete reply opting to proceed with
examination, the application will be
placed on an examiner’s docket.
Alternatively, if an applicant’s complete
reply includes a request for delay of
examination, the USPTO will notify the
applicant that the request to delay
examination under the program has
been approved. Once a request to delay
examination under the program has
been approved, the applicant will not be
permitted to terminate the delay period
early. The application will be docketed
for examination after the expiration of
12 months from the date of receipt of
the request to delay examination under
the program.

When examining an application that
entered the national stage under 35
U.S.C. 371, the examiner will consider
all U.S patent applications, U.S. patent
application publications, and U.S.
pending applications cited in the ISR
and stored in the USPTQ’s Image File
Wrapper (IFW) system. See MPEP
609.03. Other cited documents will be
considered by the examiner if form
PCT/DO/E.O./903 indicates that the ISR
and the copies of such documents are
present in the national stage file. See id.
The examiner is not required to list
references cited in the ISR on a PTO-
892 and there is no requirement for the
applicant to separately list the
references. See id. References cited in
the PCT international phase will only be
printed on a resulting patent if the
applicant cites the references on an IDS
in compliance with 37 CFR 1.97 and
1.98. See id. and MPEP 609.06.

Part VI. Evaluation of the Pilot Program

The pilot program is designed to
assess the inventory and efficiency
impacts of requesting examination in
view of applicable PCT international
phase work products. The USPTO plans
to evaluate how requiring an applicant
who desires to prosecute an application
to request examination in view of
international phase work products in
the application file impacts an
applicant’s decision making and
application inventory, as well as the
quality and efficiency of examination.
During or after the pilot program, the
USPTO anticipates providing an avenue

for participants to provide feedback
regarding the pilot program. As
applicable, the USPTO will follow the
GAO’s Leading Practices for Effective
Pilot Design, including: (1) establishing
clear objectives; (2) collecting relevant
data; (3) evaluating outcomes; (4)
considering scalability; and (5) ensuring
stakeholder communication. See GAO,
Data Act: Section 5 Pilot Design Issues
Need to Be Addressed to Meet Goal of
Reducing Recipient Reporting Burden,
GAO-16—438 (Washington, DC; April
19, 2016).

John A. Squires,

Under Secretary of Commerce for Intellectual
Property and Director of the United States
Patent and Trademark Office.

[FR Doc. 2026—06903 Filed 4—8-26; 8:45 am|
BILLING CODE 3510-16-P

COMMISSION OF FINE ARTS

Notice of Meeting

Per 45 CFR Chapter XXI § 2102.3, the
next meeting of the U.S. Commission of
Fine Arts is scheduled for April 16,
2026, at 9:00 a.m. and will be held in
the Commission offices at the National
Building Museum, Suite 312, Judiciary
Square, 401 F Street NW, Washington,
DC 20001-2728. Items of discussion
may include buildings, infrastructure,
parks, memorials, and public art.

Draft agendas and additional
information regarding the Commission
are available on our website:
www.cfa.gov. Inquiries regarding the
agenda, as well as any public testimony,
and requests to submit written or oral
statements should be addressed to
Thomas Luebke, Secretary, U.S.
Commission of Fine Arts, at the above
address; by emailing cfastaff@cfa.gov; or
by calling 202—-504—2200. Individuals
requiring sign language interpretation
for the hearing impaired should contact
the Secretary at least 10 days before the
meeting date.

Dated March 5, 2026 in Washington, DC.
Zakiya N. Walters,
Administrative Officer.
[FR Doc. 2026-06855 Filed 4—8—26; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6330-01-P

COMMITTEE FOR PURCHASE FROM
PEOPLE WHO ARE BLIND OR
SEVERELY DISABLED

Procurement List; Proposed Deletions

AGENCY: Committee for Purchase From
People Who Are Blind or Severely
Disabled.

ACTION: Proposed deletions from the
Procurement List.

SUMMARY: The Committee is proposing
to delete products and service(s) from
the Procurement List that were
furnished by nonprofit agencies
employing persons who are blind or
have other severe disabilities.

DATES: Comments must be received on
or before: May 09, 2026.

ADDRESSES: Committee for Purchase
From People Who Are Blind or Severely
Disabled, 355 E Street SW, Suite 325,
Washington, DC 20024.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: For
further information or to submit
comments contact: Michael R.
Jurkowski, Telephone: (703) 489-1322,
or email CMTEFedReg@AbilityOne.gov.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: This
notice is published pursuant to 41
U.S.C. 8503(a)(2) and 41 CFR 51-2.3. Its
purpose is to provide interested persons
an opportunity to submit comments on
the proposed actions.

Deletions

The following product(s) and
service(s) are proposed for deletion to
the Procurement List:

Product(s)

NSN(s)—Product Name(s)
1005—01-470-3006—Case, Carrying, M240
1005-01-526—8280—Carrying strap
Authorized Source of Supply: Chautauqua

County Chapter, NYSARC, Jamestown,
NY
Mandatory For: DEPT OF DEFENSE
Contracting Activity: DEPT OF DEFENSE,
W4GG HQ US ARMY TACOM

NSN(s)—Product Name(s)

4210-00-542-3480—Hose, Fire,
Lightweight, Lined, White, 1” x 50

Authorized Source of Supply: NEWVIEW
Oklahoma, Inc., Oklahoma City, OK

Mandatory For: DEPT OF
DEFENSEGENERAL SERVICES
ADMINISTRATION

Contracting Activity: GSA/FSS GREATER
SOUTHWEST ACQUISITI

NSN(s)—Product Name(s)

8415—-00-105-0605—Cover, M1 Helmet,
Woodland Camouflage

Authorized Source of Supply: Lions
Volunteer Blind Industries, Inc.,
Morristown, TN

Mandatory For: DEPT OF DEFENSE

Contracting Activity: DEPT OF DEFENSE,
DLA TROOP SUPPORT

NSN(s)—Product Name(s)

8415-01-549-4944—Cover, Lightweight
Helmet w/Pad System, Camouflage, XS/
S

8415-01-549-4946—Cover, Lightweight
Helmet w/Pad System, Camouflage, M/L

8415-01-549-4948—Cover, Lightweight
Helmet w/Pad System, Camouflage, XL

Authorized Source of Supply: Lions
Volunteer Blind Industries, Inc.,
Morristown, TN
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